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Trade, the "Pit/' He had always been a gambler; now he
was more of a gambler than ever, a gambler with little know-
ledge but with great courage. But the land was fertile,
Europe was growing richer and more greedy. To the west
lay the High Plains where the buffalo roamed in millions till
the railway cut the great herd in two, till the Winchesters of
tourists and buffalo-hide hunters and cattlemen eager for
grazing lands reduced the bison to a few thousand guarded
specimens on reservations where the Indians, deprived of
their whole economic basis, had preceded him. It was no
wonder that to the outside world, the typical western hero of
this generation should be called " Buffalo Bill."
For a few years, the open range reproduced the life of the
nomad Indian with the semi-savage Texas Longhorns and tie
not very civilized cowboys as representatives of the buffalo
and the Indian. Those were the days when the great American
legend of the Wild West was created for the delight of the
whole white world. Then the great western bandits and bad
men replaced the gargantuan figures of Mississippi legend like
Mike Fink, the giant boatman, or the Finn McCool or Little
John of the northern forest, Paul Bunyan. Mike Fink and
Paul Bunyan were legends, not so the James Brothers or the
Daiton Brothers or such precocious bad men as Billy the
Kid or the most remarkable killer of them all, the boy,
John Wesley Hardin. Again, settlement had gone much
faster than order. The new frontier was lawless enough.
Cheyenne, Dodge City, Tombstone with its Boot Hill cemetery
for those deceased residents who had died with their boots
on; these were reflections on the sense lof order of die
Americans.
*
So, too, were the Indian wars which the experience of
Canada showed could have been avoided and which produced
the apparently ludicrous spectacle of two great soldiers
like Sherman and Sheridan who, a few years before, had
commanded armies of scores of thousands, directing the
movements of little columns pursuing such masters of Ameri-
can war and politics as Chief Joseph, Geronimo, Sitting
Bull* And there was irony as well as tragedy in the fact that
in the year in which the centenary of American indepen-
dence was celebrated, the Sioux under Rain-in-the-Face